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quiet, were Serbia wantonly attacked, and Bulgaria would
be immobilized by Rumania."
Next day Pashitch sent a long telegram of a similar tenor
to the Serbian Ministers abroad, denouncing the activities
of the Austrian Press, which, he said, were to blame for
such excesses as appeared in the Serbian newspapers. He
instructed his diplomatic representatives to impress upon
the Governments to which they were accredited Serbia's
"desire to maintain friendly relations with Austria-Hun-
gary," and her willingness, if requested, "to subject to trial
in our independent courts any accomplices in the outrage
who are in Serbiar—should such, of course, exist. But," he
added, "we can never comply with demands which may be
directed against the dignity of Serbia, and which would be
inacceptable to any country which respects and maintains
its independence."15 Shortly after this, Pashitch departed
from Belgrade on an electioneering campaign caused by the
dissolution of the Skupshtina which had been brought about
by his conflict with the "Black Hand" over the "priority
question." He was therefore absent from the capital at the
moment that the Austrian Minister, Baron Giesl, presented
the Austrian ultimatum on the afternoon of July 23.
FRAMING THE SERBIAN REPLY
Berchtold had taken care that Serbia should not evade
giving a reply punctually within the 48 hours required.
Neither the absence of Pashitch, nor the possible resigna-
tion of his Cabinet, was to be allowed as an excuse for de-
lay, because a resigning Cabinet was to be regarded as re-
sponsible for the carrying on of business until a new one
15 Pashitch to the Serbian. Legations abroad, July 19; S33., 30. In
London, Boshkovitch, acting on these instructions, was advised that Serbia
should "meet the Austrian requests in a conciliatory and moderate spirit"
(B.D., 87); in Berlin, the Serbian Charge d'Affaires begged the German
Government to use its influence in reconciling Austria and Serbia, but
was told that, in view of Serbia's attitude, it could well understand that
Austria might take energetic measures (KD., 86, 91, 95),

